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a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: On both h i s t o r i c a l  and arch i tec tura l  
grounds, Bacon's Castle i s  one of the important buildings of the 17th 
century colonial  period. 

About mid-September, 1676, a number of the rebel  followers of 
Nathaniel Bacon seized the br ick house of Major Arthur Allen and 
f o r t i f i e d  it. From t h a t  use the house received i ts  present name of 
Bacon's Castle. The garrison, commanded a t  various times by William 
Rookings, Arthur Long, Joseph Rogers and John Clements, retained control 
of the house f o r  over three months while t h e i r  cause declined. The 
death of Bacon i n  October l e f t  h i s  forces under the leadership of Joseph 
Ingram, who proved t o  be unsuited t o  the command. Ingram dispersed h i s  
army i n  small garrisons, and as  the demoralized troops began t o  plunder 
indiscriminately, the condition of the colony was soon deplorable. 

Berkeley began t o  conquer the i so la ted  posts one by one, oome by 
force and some by persuasion. On December 29, u loyal  force aboard the 
vessel  Young Prince, captured an unidentified " for t"  which many 
h is tor ians  have ident i f ied  a s  Bacon's Castle. After withstanding a 
br ie f  siege e a r l y  i n  January, 1677, the loya l i s t s  used the " for t"  a s  
a base of operations f o r  the l a s t  engagements of the rebell ion,  which 
ended before the month was out. 

The house b u i l t  by Arthur Allen about 1655, is the e n r l i e a t  extent 
example of the croes plan. It i s  a two-story brick s t ruc ture  h i d  i n  
English bond, with a ten-foot-square two-story porch i n  f r o n t  and a 
larger  s t a i r  tower behind. The main f l o o r  or ig ina l ly  had a great  h a l l  
and smaller p r l o r ,  and the s t a i r  tower afforded access t o  a large . 
c e l l a r  containing several  rooms and an eight-foot-wide f i rep lace ,  a s  
well  aa two large bedrooms on the eecond f loo r  and three more i n  the 
garret .  

Exter ior  feature6 of note ore  the Flemish gables a t  each end of 
the house, with large t r i p l e  chimneys standing jus t  f r e e  of the gables. 
The chimneys s e t  diagonally and joined only a t  the caps, roee from n 
s t r a i g h t  stack t en  f e e t  wide and four f e e t  deep. It is a unique example 
of Jacobean archi tecture .  

b. BOUNDARIES: ( 1 t  i s  rcco[:nized t h a t  Bacon's Cnstle farm, includine; 
the Bacon's Castle home, consis ts  of 11]+1acres.  Thin acreage i s  
bounded on the south by Routeo 10 and 617; on the wcot and north by 
Chippokes Creek; and on the e a s t  by Cnstle M i l l  1111n). 

Notwithstanding the above, and r ccogn iz ln~t h a t  nationti1 lnndmnrk 
s t a tus  has been given Bacon's Castle on the basis  of the mcrito of the 
home, the following boundaries a r e  deemed su f f i c i en t  and appropriate 
f o r  the  protection of t h a t  home: 
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Beginning a t  a d i r t  road located on the north side of Route 617, 
about 1200 f e e t  e a s t  of the junction of Routes 10 and 617, proceed 
north i n  the center of sa id  d i r t  road fo r  about 1700 f e e t  t o  where 
another d i r t  road leads off i n  an eas te r ly  direction; thence proceed 
e a s t  i n  the center of the l a t t e r  mentioned d i r t  road f o r  about 3800 
f e e t  t o  Castle M i l l  Run; thence south along center l i ne  of Castle M i l l  
Run t o  Route 617; thence west along Route 617 f o r  about 3800 f e e t  t o  
p i n t  of beginning. 

Entrance t o  the  farm home i s  reached from the north side of Route 
617, about .5 mile e a s t  of the junction of Routes 10 and 617. A white 
(wooden) fence surrounds the home and the land between the home and 
Route 617. 
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STATEMENT O F  S I O N I F I C A N C E  

The e a r l i e a t  of the Virginia cross-plan houses and one of the most I 
remarkable a rch i tec tura l  monuments of the colonial  period, it was 

b u i l t  by Arthur Allen about 1655 and figured prominently i n  Bacon's 

Rebellion of 1676. 
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